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I hereby certify that, on the date shown below, this correspondence is being: 

MAILING 

(8 deposited with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to the Assistant Commissioner 
for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 

37 0J! *- § 1.8(a) 37 C.F.R § 1.1<T 
8 with sufficient postage as first class mail. □ as 'Express Mail Post Office to Addressee- 
Mailing Label No (mandatory.) 

TRANSMISSION 

□ transmitted by facsimile to the Patent and Trademark Office. 



MAR 1 7 2004 Signature 
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John S. Egbert 




(rype or print name of person certifying) 
•WARNtNG: Each paper or fee filed by Express Mail must have the number of the "Express Mail" mailing label 
placed thereon prior to mailing. 37 C.FM. § 1.10(b). 

"Srnce the filing of correspondence under § J. 10 without the Express Mail mailing label thereon 
ts an oversight that can be avoided by the exercise of reasonable can?, requests for waiver of this 
requirement will not be granted on petition." Notice of Oct 24, 1996, 60 Fed. Reg. 56,439, at 56,442. 
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NOTE "An information dischsure statement shall be considered by the Office if tied by the applicant 
0) Within three months of the firing date of a national appfication; 

0 Within three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in § 1.491 in an 
international application: or 

Before the malting date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever event occurs last' 
37 CfJl § 137(b). 

N07R l^j^^f associated "it* 1 fifaQ ™d prosecution of a patent application has a duty of candor 
f^f™ ^ h <*xrfng with the Office, which includes a duty to discfose to the Office all Information 
™ wn t0 wfiyiduaf to be material to patentability as defined in this section. " 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(a). 

'^wjuals associated with the filing or prosecution of a patent application within the meaning of 
tnts section are: 

(1) each inventor named in the application; 

(2) each attorney or agent who prepares or prosecutes the application; and 

^^^ otherperzon ""0 * substantively involved in the preparation or prosecution of the appfication 
and who ts associated with the inventor, with the assignee or with anyone to whom there is an obligation 
to assign the application. m 37 C.FJl § 1.56(c). 

NOTE: The ''duty as described in § 1 £6 wiU be met so long as the infon^ation in question was cHed by the 
urtice or submitted to the Office in the manner prescribed by §§ 1.97(bH<0 end 1.98 before issuance 
of the patent" Notice of January 9. 1992, 1135 O.G. 13 -25 at 17. 

WARNING: "No information disclosure statement may be filed in a provisional application. * 3 7 C.F.R § 1.51(b). 

List of Sections Forming Part of This Information Disclosure Statement 

The following sections are being submitted for this Information Disclosure Statement: 

(check sections forming a part of this statement: discard unused sections 
and number pages consecutively) 

1- B Preliminary Statements 

2. H FORMS PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly FORM PTO-1449) 

Statement as to Information Not Found fn Patents or Publications 
Identification of Prior Application in Which Listed Information Was Already Cited 
and for Which No Copies Are Submitted or Need Be Submitted 

5. □ Cumulative Patents or Publications 

6. B Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This Statement 
Concise Explanation of Non-English Language Listed Information Items 
7A. □ EPO Search Report 

7B. □ English Language Version of EPO Search Report 
Translation^) of Non-English Language Documents 

9. 63 Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information Items (Optional) 

10. 0 Identification of Person(s) Making This Information Disclosure Statement 



3. □ 

4. □ 



7. □ 



8. □ 



(complete the following, if appropriate) 

a . respectively, have been continued on ADDED PAGE(S). 

'Once the minimum requirements are met. the examiner has an obligation to consider the information ' 
Novce of April 20. 1992 (1 138 O.G. 37-41 , 37). information. 
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Section 1. Preliminary statements 

Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other information, of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect 
of which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as a representa- 
tion that a search has been made (37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)), an admission that the information 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. 

The filing of this infoonation disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against interest in any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 
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Section 6. Copies of Listed Information Items Accompanying This 
Statement 

NOTE: 37C/yi 138(a)(2) requires that any in formation ozsdosure statement filed under § 137 shaft include: 
^ fe 9^ copy ot 0) Bach US. and foreign 

tt to be fisted; and fit) Aft other information or that portion which caused it to be listed, except that 
no copy of e U.S. patent application need be induced . . * 



NOTE: 



The wording in § 1 38(a)(2Xiii) makes H dear that the requirement to submit a copy of each Hern of 
information listed in an information disdosure statement does not apply to the citation of a U.S. patent 
application. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 14. 



Legible copies of all items listed in Forms PTO/SB/08A and 08B (formerly Form PTO-1449) 
accompany this information statement. 

(complete the following, if applicable) 
□ Exception(s) to above: 

□ Items in prior application, from which an earlier filing date is claimed 
for this application, as identified in Section 4. 

□ Cumulative patents or publications identified in Section 5. 



(Information Disclosure Statement-^Section 6. Copies of Listed Information hems Accompanying 
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Section 9. Concise Explanation of English Language Listed Information 
Items (OPTIONAL) 

NOTE: -ApptkatK may, if they wish pro^ 

submitted and how it is understood to be relevant Concise explanations are helpful to the Office, 
partkxjtany where documents ate lengthy and complex 

relevant to patentabStty or where a large number of documents are submitted and applicant is aware 
that one or more are Nghty relevant to patentabitityr Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41. 38). 

U.S. Patent No. 6,063,049, issued on May 16, 2000 to Watkins, presents a postoperative 
garment for protection and improved healing of a wound, injury or disease site comprising a first 
panel and a second panel, the panels being constructed of a fabric structure comprising a blend of 
at least one polyester fiber and at least one elastic fiber. The improved universal compression 
characteristics, breathability and thermoregulation provide enhanced ability to promote healing 
and protect the wound site. 

Chinese Patent No. CN 1,21 1,652, issued on March 24, 1999 to Yutang et al., discloses a 
fabric for preventing allergic asthma caused by dust mites. Said fabric has been treated in an 
emulsion prepared from miticide, adhesive and water by padding. Said fabric can be used to 
make quilts, mattresses, pillows, bed sheets, or quilt or pillow cases, and also to treat allergic 
rhinitis, allergic dermatitis and conjunctivitis, caused by mites. 

German Patent No. DE 4,101,580, issued on May 27, 1992 to Fath, proposes a garment 
for use in itching skin disorders. The garment is in the form of a night overall comprising a body 
part with completely closed sleeves and completely closed legs made of a skin-compatible textile 
fabric. 

Chinese Patent No. CN 1,044,964, issued on August 29, 1990 to Wang, teaches a 
manufacturing method for antiseptic unilateral non-moven cloth. It utilizes acrylic fibre modified 
by a chemical treatment to form an antiseptic uniform mixture anti-odour fibre with polyester 
fibre, viscose and poly-propylene fibre, to use an air current carding machine to make the fibre, 
after uniformly mixed, become unilaterally arranged in uniform, by means of a net spreading 
machine to form a piece of net with definite quantity, then through a soaking machine to be glued 
by acrylate latex and dried up. The antiseptic unilateral non-woven cloth made by this way is able 
to suppress many kinds of germs, and is also light, soft, smooth and clean, with good moisture 
penetrating property, high unilateral toughness, and low cost. It is most suitable to use it as a face 
fabric or a sanitary towel with anti-inflammatory, anti-pruritic and health care functions to 
pudendalitis, dermatitis and wetness diseases. 



Section 10. Identification of Person(s) Making This Information 
Disclosure Statement 



The person making this statement is 

(check each applicable Kern) 
(a) □ the inventors) who signs below 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 
(b) □ an individual associated with the filing and prose- 
cution of this application (37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c)) 



SIGNATURE OF INVENTOR 



(type name of inventor who is signing) 

(c) (3 the practitioner who signs below on the basis of 
the information: 

(check each applicable item) 

□ supplied by the inventors). 

□ supplied by an individual associated with the filing and prosecution 
of this application. (37 C.F.R. § 1.56{c))^ 

3 in the practitioner's file. 



Reg. No.: 30 , 627 

Tel. No.: ( ) 713-^224-8080 

Customer No.: 24106 



SIGNATURE OF 

John 




(type or print name of practitioner) 
Harrison & Egbert 
412 Main St., 7th Floor 

P.O. Address 

Houston, Texas 77002 



(Information Disclosure Statements-Section 10. identification of Persons) Making This Information Disclosure 

Statement (6-1] — page of ) 



type a plus sign (+) inside this box 



•s 



PTO/SB/08A (10-96) 
Approved for use through 10/31/99. OMB 0651-0031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
r the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number. 



+ 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 



Complete if Known 
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(use as many sheets as necessary) 
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'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
code (WIPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial 
number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any comments on 
the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231 . 
DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 . 



